Republic of Vietnam: First Lieutenant Christian distinguished
himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 29 October 1968
while in charge of the lead element of a reconnaissance-in-
force mission ten miles northwest of (Quan Loi. During an
attempt to flank enemy positions, Lieutenant Christian's nine-
man unit came under heavy rocket-propelled grenade, small
arms and automatic weapons fire. After firing several light
antitank weapons, he led an assault cn the hostile strongholds,
killing three North Vietnamese and causing the others to {lee.
As he and his comrades advanced they again received intense
small arms and machine gun fire and three men were wounded.
Lieutenant Christian sent the casualties and the medic to the
rear, a'nd‘then led his t&;%)ﬁaﬁ c‘»i?wjrd u.ntil they.beca.me pinne‘d
down.within ten meters of a‘\bun er. Disregarding his safety,
he assaulted the fortification single-handedly and destroyed it
with hand grenades. The communists were reinforced by ap-
proximately thirty men, forcing the reconnaissance team to
take cover behind a berm. Despite the enemy's devastating
fire superiority, Lieutenant Christian attacked them with two
antitank weapons. He was painfully wounded in the hand, but
refused medical care and returned to the berm to direct ar-
tillery fire. When friendly reinforcements arrived fwo hours
latcr, he directed them to cover his left flank while he attempt-
ed to evacuate his casualties. Although wounded again by an
encmy rocket-propelled grenade, he did not permit himself to



